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The message also announced that the
Senate has passed with an amendment
a bill of the House of the following
title:

H.R. 1281. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize programs
under part A of title XI of such Act.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 2142. An act to impose targeted sanc-
tions on persons responsible for violations of
human rights of antigovernment protesters
in Venezuela, to strengthen civil society in
Venezuela, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to the provisions of Public
Law 100-702, the Chair, on behalf of the
Majority Leader, announces the ap-
pointment of the following individual
to the board of the Federal Judicial
Center Foundation:

Peter Kraus of Texas, vice Richard D.
Casey of South Dakota.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska) at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Robert Jeffress, First
Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, offered
the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, we come into Your
presence recognizing that You are the
one true God, the Lord over all cre-
ation.

Father, today I want to thank You
for the men and women in this House
who so selflessly serve You and serve
our Nation. I pray that You would bless
their work, protect their families, reas-
sure them that they are in this place of
leadership because You have promoted
them here.

Today, Father, we acknowledge that
all of us are here on Earth not to do
our will but to accomplish Your will.
We affirm the words of the psalmist
who said, ‘‘Blessed is the nation whose
God is the Lord.”

We confess that no individual, no na-
tion can experience Your favor apart
from obeying Your commands, fol-
lowing Your principles. Father, I pray
You would grant these Representatives
the wisdom to lead our Nation and to
do just that, so that we may experience
Your blessings and not Your judgment.

We pray all of these things in the
name of the One who was born in Beth-
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lehem, who died on a cross, and rose
again that we might have eternal life,
Jesus Christ our Lord. It is in His name
that we pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxX) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING DR. ROBERT
JEFFRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, our
chaplain today is Dr. Robert Jeffress,
senior pastor of the 11,000-member
First Baptist Church in Dallas. His
opinions are ubiquitous on radio and
television, as is his radio program,
“Pathway to Victory.”

His weekly TV program is on over
1,200 stations and systems worldwide,
while he has authored 21 books and is a
FOX News contributor.

While some churches flee downtown
areas, Dr. Jeffress led his church in a
massive revitalization of downtown
Dallas. He has a bachelor’s from
Baylor, master’s from Dallas Theo-
logical Seminary, doctorates from
Southwestern Theological Seminary
and Dallas Baptist University.

He and his wife, Amy, have two
daughters, Julia and Dorothy, who are
here today, and son-in-law, Ryan
Sadler.

Dr. Robert Jeffress is principled, bril-
liant, charitable, and his faith in God
leaves no room for fear of man. He and
my wife, Kathy, grew up together in
church, and he is a dear, treasured
friend of mine.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN of Tennessee). The Chair will
entertain up to 15 further requests for
1-minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

————

NORTH STATE AVIATION
(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

H8875

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to recognize North State Aviation, an
aircraft maintenance company based in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

In November I had the pleasure of at-
tending the company’s fourth anniver-
sary event to celebrate the completion
of work on their 300th United Airlines
aircraft and 400th aircraft overall.

In just 4 short years, North State
Aviation has experienced exponential
job growth, going from zero to 365 full-
time employees. More than 100 of those
employees are military veterans.

However, the economic impact of
North State Aviation goes beyond the
company itself. While the company’s
ambitious growth plan has enabled
hundreds of workers to find jobs in
Winston-Salem, the local community
and the region’s aviation industry have
benefited as well.

As a result of North State’s success,
Smith Reynolds Airport has been able
to afford the ongoing construction of
Runway 4-22, and the airport’s master
plan includes an additional hangar, in
part to give North State more expan-
sion space.

North State Aviation is a company
that recognized an opportunity and
seized it through hard work and inno-
vation. Its resulting success is well de-
served.

———

SOUTH SUDAN

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
express my deep concern about the on-
going situation in South Sudan. Next
Monday we will mark the 1-year anni-
versary of the outbreak of civil conflict
in that young country, which gained
its independence in 2011.

Since that conflict began, as many as
2 million people have been displaced,
while 1.5 million people are without se-
cure access to food. 50,000 civilians are
estimated to have been killed as a re-
sult of the fighting between the rival
factions.

Alarmingly, Mr. Speaker, both sides
have been stockpiling weapons and are
expected to launch fresh attacks once
the rainy season ends.

The international community, with
strong American leadership, must en-
courage a peaceful resolution before
further bloodshed occurs.

I want to commend the United Na-
tions Mission in South Sudan peace-
keepers for their hard work bringing
aid to those in need, and I thank Sec-
retary Kerry for his efforts to achieve
a political settlement.

I traveled to Juba in 2007. As a mat-
ter of fact, the former chair of the For-
eign Affairs Committee, the gentle-
woman from Florida, was with me. I
saw a nation full of promise and hope
for the future on the cusp of its inde-
pendence. That bright future of possi-
bilities for the people of South Sudan
ought not to be dimmed by violence,
instability, and enmity.
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